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Debs’

Opening Campaign Speech to Wor

(eo

~men!

Opening address delivered by Eugene V. Debs, candidate for

president of the Socialist party, Indianapolis, Ind,, Se 1, 1904

Mr. Chairman, Citizens and Comrades: ‘There has never heen
a free people, a civilized nation, a real republic on this earth. Human
society has always consisted of masters and slaves, and the
have always been and are today, the foundation stones of the social |
fabric, '

Wage-labor is but a name: wage-slavery is the fact.

[he twenty-five millions of wage-workers in the United States

'his is the plain meaning of what is known as
The Labor Market.

And the labor market follows the capitalist flag.

I'he most barbarous fact in all Christendom is the labor market
The mere term sufficiently expresses the animalism of
civilization,

They who buy and they who sell in the labor market are
dehumanized by the inhuman traffic in the
of human beings,

i
|
|
are twenty-five millions of twentieth century slaves. |
|
|

like |

HELL K

brains and bhlood and bones

The labor market is the foundation of so-called civilized society
Without these shambles, without this commerce in human life, this
sacrifice of manhood and womanhood, this barter of babes, this sali

slaves|

commercialy why:

| to see and understand it and rally 1« ¢ political standard of then
| class, they will drive all capitalist parties of whatever name into the
ame party, and the class struggle will then be so clearly revealed that

in the present campaign? \What part shall they take in it? What
party and what principles shall they pport by their ballots? And
These are questions the importance of which are not sufficient-
recognized by workingmen or they would not be the prey of para

«sites and the servile tools of scheming politicians who use them only
at election time to renew their master's lease of power i perpetu-
In answering thes

questions | propose to be as frank and candid as plain-meaning words

ate their own ignorance, poverty and shame.

vill allow, for 1 have but one object in this discussion and that object
1s not office, but the truth, and | shall state it as | see it if | have to

| the hosts of labor will find their true place in the conflict and strike
he united and decisive blow that will destrov slavery and achievi
herr full and final emancipation, ' h
In this struggle the workingmen and women and children are|
represented by the Socialist party and it is my privilege to address
1 1in the name of that revolutionar ind uncompromising i.;lr?_\ |
i the working class
Attitude of the Workers.
What shall be the attitude of the workers of the United States

11

vorkers Read the nation pla Repub 11 T |
ee if there 15 in all its hombast a crumb of comfort | hor [he
onvention that adopted as a cam - nven I the only
thought it had of labor was he 0 abstract its vote thout waking
it up. In the only referenc t ide to labor ] speak easy so
as to avord offense to the amt .‘.! < vhi n i | furnish the
hoodle to keep in power he labor platior i ¢ publican
nd democratic parties are interchangeable and non-redeemahble. They
both favor ustice to capital and tice to labor I his hoary --In-l
lati (le < orse than cani _‘_\‘ It i 1sleadn o and
<0 intended Justice to labor cans that labor shall have what it

ittt bttt it b e b e b L e L L LR L L L T T T T

of souls, the capitalist civilizations of all lands and all climes would
crumble to ruin and perish from the earth,
The Paramount Issue.

Twenty-five millions of wage-slaves are bought and sold daily at
prevailing prices in the American labor market,

This is the paramount issue in the present national campaign.

Let me say at the very threshold of this discussion that the work
ers have but the one issue in this campaign, the overthrow of the
capitalist system and the emancipation of the workipg class from
wage-slavery.

The capitalists may have the tariff, inance, imperialism and other

stand alone. DBut I shall not stand alone, for the party that has my
allegiance and may have my life, the Socialist party, the party of the
vorking class, the party of emanicpation, is made up of men and
men who know their rights and s

.
Wi orn to compromise with their
oppressors : who want no votes that can be bought and no support
under any false pretense whatsoever
The Socialist party stands square

Iy upon its proletarian prin-

ciples and relies wholly upon the forces of industrial progress and the
education of the working class.
Not

Every penny in the cam-

The Socialist party buys no votes and promises no offices.

hing is spent for whiskev or cigars

fart
paign fund is the voluntary offering of
thizers and every penny is used for education,

dust-covered and moth-eaten issues entirely to themselves.
The rattle of these relics no longer deceives workingmen whose

workers and their sympa-
What other parties

heads are on their own shonlders, can say the same? Ignorance alone stands in the way of Socialist

They know by experience and observation that the gold stand- [ success. The capitalist parties understand this and use their re-
ard, free silver, fiat money, protective tariff, iree trade, imperialism ) sources to prevent the workers from seeing the light. Intellectual
and anti-imperialism all mean capitalist rule and wage-slavery, larkness is essential to industrial slavery. Capitalist parties stand EUGENE V' DF RS . " o ) L

] Their eves are open and they can see: their brains are in opera r slavery and night. The Socialist party is the herald of freedom S ¥- DRAS, BOCTALIS ESIDENTIAL NOMINE]
tion and they can think. light. Capitalist parties cunningly contrive to divide the workers | S s St ssssssssnss s s RaSs

The very moment a workingman begins to do his own thinking | upon dead issues. The Socialist party is uniting them upon the living | produces. This 1 s st Nits b e
he understands the paramount issue, parts company with the cap Death to wage slavery! When industrial slavery is as dead | he end of capital. The b wthing ; It is
talist politician and falls in line with his own class on the political [ as the issues of the Siamese capitalist parties the Socialist party \\1]1‘ false pretense a 1< = sorved well i oast. Will
battlefield. have fulfilled its mission and enriched history. it continie 6 cateh thi i ai wking ai Lindks vorkers ?

The political solidarity of the working class means the death of And now to our questions: First, every workingman and woman | \W'hat workingman ha ‘ e revublican nationa ention or
despotism, the birth of freedom, the sunrise of civilization, owe it to themselves, their class and their country to take an active | were honored by it he grand coliseum swarmed with trust mag-

Having said this much by way of introduction 1 will now enter|and intelligent interest in political affairs, nates, corporation barons ords, stock gamblers, pt sional
upon the actualities of my theme, The Ballot. politicians, lawvyers, lobhyis er nlutocratic 18 B &

We are entering t{3:?:71F1:]sf-1?1:1-'%5-1:.;:‘,1|;-ll'.~ campaign. The H.Ir h.“::”" of united ]:ll:“r S the pe 'I'I',‘\ ;'\i,:l} and the ;.‘:I.T:‘,l|l,-l“j.:,.1,.,I.._1',,:,'i::,!,]ll \ ['] ¢ 1 !‘,],]I l Y N gy
struggle for political supremacy is not between political parties mere- I?"HI'I]"'{ " i.” i‘ I:“I ;lfl'rlllln'll;”‘_ _1 Ir r]‘f“. !T'l:h‘” I'_". ”]!_'_“T _'!I”.'I'_[_]\ Compare that coavention: with ‘ A  of the S »
ly, as appears upon the surface, but at bottom it is a life and death ’ '_‘” 1 I",Ir_“.'m, e \ ':r . = UIII.".T_"” t]i ]_”"‘ i ‘ q . 1 . ; 1 _ II U i '_I” . .
. 4 o Sy RS R R SRR e it I.l.‘l|'| and 1 ml:.hwl must be heeded. Centuries of struggle and 1'-“_‘._\ . posed al <t ow { workingmen and women ar 1
sirun rhh Iut\\un w 1. e economic cia ¢S, Lhd 1« | sacrifice were -'l"'ll'lrt‘ll to wrest this -\'.|-'|u-] “[' f1'1'--1'| n from ”“_ trolled whi ly in the nterest of their T 13111 a ] is stil wetter
and the other the “Ilrkn.l:': class. 1 maitled cluteh of tvranny and place it in 'lih hand of labor as the shield | known by its chosen representat < than bv its platform declarations,

The capitalist class is represented by the republican, democratic, ol e oF weucdl WLt Mgl s o8 ol e b g by YRS ans the neminees of the renublican nariv for the klshest offoms

: Tegpapst : ok “ and lane attack and defens 1e abuse and not the use of 1t is| I 1 g
populist and prohibition parties, all of which stand for private own- responsible for its evils. The divided vote of labor is the abuse of the | in the gift of the nation ar 1 s their rel he working
ership of the means of production and the triumph of any one off\ i, "' ihe penalty is slavery and death. The united vote of those | class? First of all, Theodore Roos wnd Charles irbanks
which will mean continued wage-slavery to the working class. “']_ . "‘.1 _“_',' ,:]_”"' ol .”' - ". }' = s - tlenmibision Soe sandiBonst Bl wlny saauldons weas o te
: : . : : SRR o toil and have not will vanquish those who have and toil not and | !

As the populist and prohibition sections ol t!u' l‘:||llllilh‘-l _;nl;.‘. solve forever the problem of democracy | class strugele and this almost infallil fixes their s s as frie o
represent minority elements which ropose to reform the capitalist -y ) ) o s i i__ seal and ST T A it . , B .
&\.'151!’!11 without -1i-tnrhi||;; \\‘;:-;r-~l:t~1v|'}', a vain and impossible task, The Historic Struggle of Class‘?' Ellll:!1:1,.1l,; ‘.I'Il .I_. l,:li.}.!‘;”l,_ o1 1.1_ Ir‘ I\ : I,, o R '! > I
Ii!t'\' will be omitted from this discussion with all the eredit due the Snce TI”: race was _\'_'””.'-' "!': re have been class “'-”"-"-'-!“'-_ I'_‘|‘\. '\r' - .I _TII‘ .."\-.,'1-- ‘I"' B oo’ ]... e noli u:l.‘. | .I, X .‘\
rank and file for their good intentions. RYRYY SEwe OF SOEIRLY: ARCIENt M madess, fabor !!;|.~ ]'H.” Rxplcited, | ||j‘ canit lh m ..'-(. no mistake . ',. .'rl, . .\ SOV |

'Ill!t' ﬂ'plllllil':nl :11!4] -Tl‘1:1-r1'l'.:1ii‘ ]l:l!'til'“. or, to In' more exact, l]l' 'I'("“:T.'”':'“'I ‘”“]_ m ‘"l_]“"c“““'l .l il 'I'.Hll””_ }"I'“ 'I'“”" 1111[1- tor ]'ﬂulr € 11‘1'“' \ .I|:II.:I_ I\\I_H II-!-]I'1 he ";|- ‘I,\T. ‘I | the _.\..'.I- .| }. \ SNOW 1 ,I._‘
republican-democratic party, represents the capitalist class in the ".'I'l'T 0 ;“'I'I'l”._‘ ']h." '“T"”“_:']' “‘ explortation. I-"-l_"]{‘ll"" :lll‘l‘-'l.“ 1.’!'."” ! uslinets. assoclations. tastes snd desives are with that he is
class struggle. They are the political wings of the capitalist system | e B/ B0 "‘f““‘!.l."-‘ ek T OGS TR o ISR T SR (i faes one: OF Thhens s Wt e linn motingr T wovmmon with e
and such differences as arise between them relate to spoils and not ‘“"-::— 'h_‘.”"‘_'“l‘ ".-"“*.f\‘l"‘““””_ e Tn.‘ ““‘_‘- . L workdar cnss. The only evidence 10 the costrary is his wsemberelis

R Society has always been and is now built upon exploitation—the ey -y i
o pr“-]fll‘h-‘l . . : : ale | OX Ili}iT'l"ll'll of a l‘l'l-'ni- the workmg class, whether slaves, seris or| ™M the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, which se B X have

With either of these parties in power one thing is always certain .T . OV, JN S ( i‘ = ‘Ij : . | somme 30 bl oodncidine: with fis-ambition to sucoeed Szl tn the

I S ey | T laborers, and the exploited working class in subjection have : Sl o e aF 1 . e . o h
e e ABaSA — il alwavs been, imstinctively or consciously, in revolt against their op ,]'T“.'"”"“"I' .h.m. He is a full-fledged i e S, o
1T n-:.-r-. I'hrough all lI‘w centuries Tlll\'.l".]‘-l!.l.\l"l totlers have moved | the grip, signs and “““I"""' _ , but it is not report that he 1s attend
I-E---.\ll\ but surely toward their final freedom, 11”:_' IeCTIngS, ']""’"‘il"‘” wet duty. supporting 1”' ¢ and boye and
Lhe call l'l. l]lt' ?"-u'l':'.l!'-l ]'.l'.".\ 15 to l]'i ( \I-]--H- .] L :r.'l*"-. I]:(‘ work- g riorming sue h the e . ilse ' PUSCS
ers in all useful trades and professions, all honest occupations, irn'fl‘ When ex-IPresident Grover Clevela wlated tl : 10N
the most menial service to the highest skill, to rally beneath thein i-ll‘--i "‘1‘-?_-1:"' justice by s £ the P s b d
own standard and put an end to the last of the barbarous class strug handcuffing her civil admimistration at the b st of tl e-stained
gles by conquering the capitalist government, taking possession of | trusts -"1:' corporations, [heodore Roosevelt as 15 st
the means of production and making them the common property --1'|-”"'-"-"~ 'll.:“:“ rs -"'I enthusiastic supporter H T rty
all, abolishing wage-slavery and establishing the co-operative com-|commendation of the atros § act, pronounced 1 8 a
monwealth. The first step in this direction is to sever all relations | triotism and said he would have done ¢ San ' had he
with capitalist parties, They are precigely alike and [ challenge their been president And 20 he would and so he will!  Hx ¢
most discriminating partisans to tell them apart in relation to labor. | to se¢ the rough rider embrace the smooth states P Oyster ¥
The republican and democratic parties are alike capitalist parties— [and Buzzards’ Bay! I.._l wo souls witl it a single tl
differing only in being committed to different sets of capitalist inter-| hearts that beat as one.
ests—they have the same principles under varving colors, are equally There is also the highest authority for the statement cl g
corrupt and are one in their subservience to ¢ ipital and their hostility | Mr, Roosevelt with declaring about the same time s | o
to labor. The ignorant workingman who supports either of these | Cleveland that if he was in command he would have such as Aligeld,
y parties forges his own fetters and is the unconscious author of his| Debs and other traitors lined up against a dead wall and sl )
vii misery, He can and must be made to see and think and act| corpses. The brutal remark was not for publi b 8
with his nil]n\h in supporting the party of his class and this work | wav into print and Mr. Roosevelt fter he became a can at
of education is the crowning virtue of the Socialist movement, !trmph':l to make denial, but the distinguished f ho heard |
The chuhlican party_ I|‘-.'I.\ it ],\lTlTll'i1 him fast, and the -':'__:I'I‘ louht ;' at hd maimed 1 1=
Let us briefly consider the republican party from the \\‘-rlwr?_t“'”‘?'l by the ..{.;.-.l.. themseives, whicl nd like Ro clt and beat
L.T."_l1'r1"-1l TR ¢ 1-.t'-|1JITH]I‘-t to the core, It has not and cannot have the impress ol his I". ir-like visag
| he slightest interest in labor except to exploit it. \\'1].\ should a Following the ullman strike in 1824 thet ”
i\\nr'r-.tla;_;m.'m support the republican party Why should a millionaire | and emphatic popular protest against “government |
I”':N ]l\:\llll([). soc] \LIS VIiCE |'|':'"“[|'! NTIAL \ii\il\t |'."‘.||1.||..1'1 1]||' _‘“-llt'l.'l.h--I ]liiT"._\ r I on ]'I'l'\‘!*-l']_\ the same reason that all '\"f'lx']l !1.|- not vet by any | cans subsid Ll i i
ISssssssssssssssssEssAsNNsRETEsEResIuNRIRARERRRARRRaRsananRRRRRRRRRRRRRARRRE? | the millionaires are opposed to the Socialist party, all the workers | 15,4 unit againsi this insi o 1or !
and that is that the capitalist class are in the saddle, and the working | should be opposed to the repnblican party. It is a capitalist party, is o abrogating ' 10nal restral !
class under the saddle, loval to capitalist interests and -I|T1}|r«1 to the support of capitalist Ir, Roos ! -

Under the administration of hoth these '.,‘ni‘--. the means of pro- | voters on election 1|.‘i_\.', Al it has tor workingmen 18 is ";;]ldl'l--"- keep their protg : I n s
duction are private property, production | carried forward for cap- | p and a " I"'_ BiaG" wiven U “'II.H\ SO YORER. _ SHe ROpUESIN | S l.h : bl : I
talist profit purely, markets are glutted and industry paralyzed, work- | party is now and has been for erR yeut Y ST oo i oo R
mgmen become tramps and eriny while injunetions, soldiers and | government. \What has it done for labor \What ha not done for M ( ha
fiot guns are hrought into action to preserve “law and order” in the | capital? Not one of the crying abuses of capital has be . ._ ,, ,

;.1,””'1'. carnival of capitalistic anarch under republican rule. ‘\..1 O1 the petitions of lab 15 D hanrie o) oel

Deny it as mayv the cunning capitalists who are clear-sighted | granted. The eyght-hour and injunction bills, upos HICh Of] o vos’ fouc

nough to pereeive it, or ignore it v the torpid workers, who ..,|,1;.-.! labor is a unit, were again ruthlessly slain by the la 0 I "
' are too blind and unthinking to the struggle in which we are | gress in obedience to the capitali masters R ! arry ha
‘“!.‘_’1“.'1 today is'a class strug le. and a the totline millions come oreatet influence at W\ l-lll1|1("-| in all the 1 | CLran e ( 1




